Breaking up a usual boring day are Oarlene Green
and Jane Russell.
Proper or not?
"I didn't do no homework"
"That is not proper English"
"There ain't nottin' wrong with the way I
talk."
This is a typical conversation between a
high school student and his English teacher.
Improper English, slurred syllables and dou-
ble negatives were part of the high school
students' speech.
Many expressions were exclusively com-
mon to all high school aged students. Others
were only heard in certain areas or by certain
groups.
Popular expressions came and went very
quickly. Students categorized groups as
"freaks", "jocks", "brains", and "red necks".
Each of these groups used a different "lan-
guage". The brains talked of computers and
physics. The red necks spoke of "dip" and
country music. "Hey, man" was the freaks'
favorite introduction.
Students' improper English often caused
barriers between them and their teachers
and parents. But the students communicated
well with one another whether they spoke
proper English or not. After all, this is Amer-
ica.
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